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An Apology is in Order

In the photo section of the January issue of The Flyer, pages 6 
and 7, I inadvertently named George Miller in error, referring 
to him as Bob and Robert.  I do apologize, George.  I should 
have caught the errors when I proofread that section.
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Chairman’s Message
Tom Appleton 

Tom Appleton
Occasionally “Friends of Canada’s Aviation 
Hall of Fame” ask how they can contribute 
to the organisation, to ensure the preservation 
Canada’s aviation and aerospace heritage. 
The goal is that the youth of generations who 
follow may be inspired to get involved and be 
motivated by the opportunities it presents. Of 
course, like any other charitable organisation, 
CAHF is always in need of funds to expand 
our work and renew our facilities. We are 
very grateful for several significant lump sum 
contributions received recently as bequests, or 
outright gifts.  These are greatly appreciated.

In fact, though, one of the greatest needs today 
is for The Hall to become more involved in 
social media, to expand our message to younger 
generations interested in our aviation heritage. 
But the need is not just for additional financial 
resources, as we also have a great need for 
additional expertise in the areas of social 
media and communications, not to mention the 
mundane, but very important bookkeeping and 
administration functions.

Our very hard working Chair of the Operations 
Committee, Blain Fowler, is the sparkplug, 

motivator and leader of the Wetaskiwin-based 
group which contributes an enormous amount 
of energy and hard work to the day-to-day 
running of the organisation.  Mary Oswald, 
editor of The Flyer, consistently gets out 
this quarterly publication on time and with 
fascinating content. But if the Hall of Fame 
is to continue to thrive and grow Blain needs 
more volunteers like Mary and her kind, and 
more part time helpers to help shoulder the 
considerable effort involved, like Robert Porter, 
our Executive Director.

Nationally, the Board of Directors of Canada’s 
Aviation of Fame is responsible for setting 
policy to guide the organisation and leveraging 
industry contacts at every level to raise 
sponsorship funding and advertising support 
through the annual Induction Gala. We are 
most grateful to all of our sponsors, advertisers 
and supporters who believe in the goals of the 
organisation and return year after year, through 
good times and bad, to renew their generous 
support. Thank you all.

Finally, from across the country and across 
all industry segments we always seek the 

sound advice and valued efforts of seasoned 
executives and enthusiasts on the Board of 
Directors. It has been my privilege to serve 
as a member of the board for two terms of 
three years each, including five years as Chair. 
This has been a thoroughly interesting and 
rewarding experience for me personally, but the 
rules mandated by The Hall’s by-laws wisely 
do not allow board members to serve more than 
six years consecutively. It is time to refresh the 
board with new people and new ideas.

“Friends of The Hall” are encouraged to attend 
the Annual General Meeting, scheduled to be 
held on Friday morning, June 10th, in the Four 
Points Sheraton in Gatineau, QC, for the election 
of the new board. I thank all the Members of 
the Board for their unflagging support, direction 
and personal friendship over the last six years. 
It has been a wonderful personal experience, 
memories of which will stay with me forever.
 

Tom Appleton
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Appreciating 
Janice 
Oppen’s Work  
Mary Oswald
Our newsletter, The Flyer, 
would not look as good as 
it does without the work of 
Janice Oppen, our graphics 
designer. I would like her, and 
our readers as well, to know how much I appreciate her 
work. And so you find this short bit with her fine photo 
here on Page 3.  

She is ideal to work with, a true perfectionist, but still 
flexible in her ideas and accommodating mine in the 
production of The Flyer. I know that everyone on the 
Operations Committee and the Wetaskiwin office of 
CAHF agrees with me.

Thank you, Janice!

Photo courtesy Janice Oppen

Erin Hoar  
CAHF’s curator, Erin Hoar has moved on to another 
position, to the Alberta Aviation Museum in Edmonton. 
She has left CAHF’s archives and collections in very 
good condition, well organized, clean and data recorded 
on computer. We will miss her fine work. 

She didn’t leave a message for this issue of The Flyer, but 
I will summarize a few notes from her last report to the 
Operations Committee.  

• The Fort McMurray diorama, built by Denny May, 
is now on display in the Reynolds Aviation Hangar in Wetaskiwin. It depicts early 
aviation activities in Canada’s north.
• In the archives section, the focus was on the framed items in the Vera Dowling 
collection, photographing the uniform collection and uploading data into PastPerfect.
• In the loans section, contacted the daughter of CAHF Member Dan McIvor about the 
possibility of transferring the current items on loan to the CAHF permanent collection.  
• Re: donations of artifacts:  - a CPA knife and protractor and a Canadian Airlines pin 
and belt buckle received from Bill Davidson;
- a book of 50 Air Canada first postal flight covers, collection of 10 Air Canada medals, 
2 Canadian Airlines condiment dishes received from Denny May;
- a slide rule that belonged to his father, Member Richard Hiscocks, from Dave 
Hiscocks.

John Liddle photo 
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Introducing CAHF’s 2016 Inductees
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Fred Carmichael has spent over 60 years in 
Northern aviation in the course of which his 
accomplishments and contributions have made 
him a legend.

He was born at Aklavik, Northwest Territories in 
1935.  His mother was a descendant of Gwich’in 
Chiefs, and his father, a long-time trapper, was 
the first elected member of the Territorial Council 
representing the Mackenzie Delta.

Carmichael‘s urge to fly began when he was 12 
years old, watching an aircraft land at his parents’ 
bush camp near Aklavik. He worked hard to earn 
enough money to take flying lessons. While in 
Edmonton, he upgraded his education, earned his 
Private Pilot Licence in 1955 and became the first 
Aboriginal pilot from the Arctic region.

In 1956 he purchased his first airplane, a Stinson 
Voyager with wheels and skis for $2,600. He flew 
it back to Aklavik, using the only aids available 
to him, a map and a compass.  He became known 
for his involvement in mercy flights, regularly 
volunteering to search for lost or desperate people.  

In 1958 he earned his Commercial Licence, which is 
still valid.  In 1959 he obtained a Specialty Licence 
for aerial patrol and began operating Reindeer Air 
Service Ltd. flying personnel and supplies to support a 
government reindeer-herding project in the Mackenzie 
Delta, locating stray reindeer and carrying herders to 
round them up.  

He moved to Inuvik and in 1960 obtained a 
charter licence. The business grew but it was 
not easy flying in northern Canada, with stiff 
competition from larger companies.  In the 1970s 
he sold various parts of his company, Reindeer 
Air.  He spent the next several years flying for 
Kenn Borek Air Ltd., then decided to start his 

Frederick  James Carmichael
CM, LL.D (Hon)

On Thursday, June 9, 2016 Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame will induct four new Members and honour one organization with its Belt of Orion Award 
for Excellence. This gala event will be held at the Canada Aviation and Space Museum at Rockcliffe, Ottawa.

own charter company again, in partnership with 
the Dene-Metis of the Mackenzie Delta.  

His many awards include installation as a Member 
of the Order of Canada in 2009, Queen’s Golden 
and Diamond Jubilee Medals, and an Honorary 
Doctor of Laws Degree from the University of 
Saskatchewan in 2013.  Frederick Carmichael 
lives in Inuvik with his wife Miki O’Kane.

Kathleen Fox was born in Montreal in 1951.  She 
earned a Bachelor of Science Degree at McGill 
University.  While at McGill she took up the 
sport of skydiving and over the next 10 years 
completed some 650 parachute jumps.   

Following graduation from McGill in 1972, she 
joined Transport Canada in 1974 as an air traffic 
controller. She earned her Private Pilot Licence in 
1978 and her Commercial and Airline Transport 
Pilot Licences, qualifying for multi-engine, 
instrument and instructor ratings.   She earned a 
Class 1 Instructor rating in 1988 and in 1989 was 
authorized by Transport Canada as a Designated 
Flight Test Examiner. In 1982 Fox took a leave 
from Air Traffic Control (ATC) to work in a 
Quebec program for French language training for 
ATC trainees.  

She returned to McGill and graduated with a 
Master’s  Degree in Business Administration 
in 1986. She returned to ATC, and in 1987 
became acting manager of the St. Hubèrt tower.  
In 1989 she took IFR controller training at 
Montreal, continued to teach flying, and was then 
transferred by Transport Canada to a managerial 
post in Ottawa.  

Transport Canada increased her responsibilities 
and transferred her to NAV Canada in 1996.  She 
became Director in 1997, and by 2003, she was 

Kathleen Carol Fox
B.Sc., M.B.A., M.Sc.

promoted to Vice-President Operations. She was 
now responsible for providing leadership and 
direction throughout NAV Canada’s Operations 
Group.  

In July 2007 Fox retired from NAV CANADA 
and was appointed to the board of the 
Transportation Safety Board of Canada, 
responsible for investigating air, rail, marine and 
pipeline accidents. She continued her education, 
and in 2009 received a Master of Science Degree 
in Human Factors and System Safety from Lund 
University in Sweden.  In 2014 she was appointed 
to a four-year term as Chair of the Transportation 
Safety Board.                 

Kathy Fox has flown over 5000 hours as a pilot and 
instructor. She served three times as a member of 
the Canadian Precision Flying Team, representing 
Canada at world championships in 1996, 1999, 
and 2000. She has been a member for 30 years of 
the Ninety-Nines, an international organization of 
licenced women pilots. She continues to instruct 
at the Rockcliffe Flying Club.  

William Ross Lennox was born in Manitoba in 
1913.  He joined the RCAF in 1942 and was 
sent to England where he flew DC-3s to pick 
up wounded soldiers in Europe for transport to 
medical attention in England.  

He returned to Canada in 1946. He began as a 
flying instructor in northern Manitoba and was 
soon flying geologists, prospectors and miners 
into the far north.  In 1948 Lennox began flying 
for Hudson Bay Air Transport (HBAT).  With the 
expansion in exploration work, HBAT felt that 
fixed wing aircraft were not always adequate for 
new challenges, so in 1953 Lennox was sent to 
Okanagan Helicopters in Vancouver for training 
on Bell and Sikorsky models. He then began 
flying helicopters for HBAT.

William Ross Lennox
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In 1958, with 6,300 hours in his log book, he 
joined Okanagan Helicopters to service posts of 
the Distant Early Warning Line (DEW Line) in 
the Arctic.  By February of 1963 he had logged 
10,800 hours. In 1975 he was hired by United 
Aircraft of Canada (UAC), which later became 
Pratt & Whitney Canada (P&WC). His first 
assignment was a project with the Royal Canadian 
Navy as a test pilot for UAC-built Sikorsky Sea 
King helicopters.  

As a test pilot with P&WC, Lennox was involved 
in pioneer testing of the PT6 turboprop aircraft 
engine.  He began testing it on Beech 18 aircraft 
and continued testing through variants of the 
PT6 producing from 500 to 1,950 horsepower. 
He played a lead role in testing of the PT100 
turboprop engine producing 2,000 to 5,000 
horsepower, and later, the JT15D turbofan engine 
introduced in 1967.

Through the early 1970s, he flew the Sikorsky 
E-64 Skycrane assessing heavy lift helicopter 
systems for marine cargo deliveries. He also flew 
it for tower installations on James Bay hydro 
power projects.  

Lennox was named Chief Test Pilot and Head of 
Flight Operations for Pratt & Whitney Canada in 
1977, a position he held until his retirement from 
the company in 1982. He died on November 1, 
2013 at the age of 90.

Beverley Strahan Shenstone
B.Sc., M.Sc., FCASI, FAIAA

Born in Toronto in 1906, Beverley Strahan 
Shenstone, commonly known as ‘Bev’, graduated 
from the University of Toronto with a Master’s 
Degree in Aeronautics (1929), following a B.Sc. 
in Mechanical Engineering in 1928.

During graduate studies, he completed a range 
of tests in wind tunnel aerodynamics. After 
graduation, he moved to Dessau, Germany to gain 
experience in aircraft construction and design at 
the Junkers aircraft company. In his spare time he 
earned an advanced glider pilot’s licence.  

When he moved to England in 1931, his expertise 
in aerodynamic theory led to a job with the 

Vickers Supermarine Company. While there, 
Shenstone made what is considered his greatest 
design contribution, the elliptical wing for the 
prototype Spitfire, which provided outstanding 
aerodynamic flying qualities. When the Spitfire 
first flew in 1936, it was the fastest fighter in the 
world at a time when most aircraft of the Royal 
Air Force were biplanes.

He was hired by the Canadian Department 
of Munitions and Supply to work on aircraft 
development.  He was sent by Trans-Canada 
Airlines to California to work on specifications for 
a new transport aircraft that became the Canadair 
‘North Star’. Late in 1944 he became technical 
advisor at the Canadair plant in Montreal.

In 1946 he moved to Toronto to work with A.V. 
Roe Canada Ltd. There he was involved in 
technical management aspects of the new Avro 
Jetliner and CF-100 jet fighter. In April 1948 he 
returned to England to take charge of engineering 
development at the recently-formed British 
European Airways (BEA).  

At BEA he introduced the Vickers Viscount 
as the world’s first turboprop airliner in 1949.   
Shenstone also introduced the company’s first 
jet services, starting in 1960 with Comet aircraft.  
From the beginning, he was involved in a program 
to develop a supersonic passenger aircraft. A 
Supersonic Transport Advisory Committee was 
formed in 1956 to make recommendations, and he 
represented BEA on the technical sub-committee.

In 1965 he moved from BEA to become technical 
director for British Overseas Airways Corporation 
(BOAC). Here he was associated with projects 
such as the  airline’s future involvement with 
the supersonic Concorde. He retired to Cyprus 
in 1966 where he remained until his death on 
November 9, 1979.

In 2010, the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) 
celebrated its 100th anniversary. Even before the 
RCN formed its own air service very late in the 
First World War, more than 900 Canadians had 
served with the Royal Navy (RN). As the war 
progressed, the threat of enemy submarines in 
home waters became so severe that on September 
5, 1918 the Canadian Government established 
the Royal Canadian Naval Air Service (RCNAS). 
However, when the war ended, the organization 
was disbanded.

The outbreak of the Second World War led to a 
renewed interest in naval aviation. By late 1943 the 
RCN was operating two British aircraft carriers. 
In October, 1943 the Canadian Government 
established the Royal Canadian Naval Air Branch, 
which became permanent in late 1945.

In 1946, the first Canadian aircraft carrier on loan 
from the British Royal Navy was HMCS Warrior. 
In September 1948, RCAF Station Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia, was transferred to the RCN as their 
shore base, to be known as HMCS Shearwater.

In the next decade, several carriers were loaned 
from the RN, such as HMCS Magnificent in 1949. 
In 1952, rotary wing aircraft were introduced 
to the navy, with Bell and Sikorsky helicopters 
used in both Search and Rescue (SAR) and 
Anti-Submarine Warfare roles.  In 1957 the RN 
loaned a new carrier, HMCS Bonaventure, which 
featured an angled landing deck, mirror landing 
system, the latest steam catapult technology and 
carrier approach radar.  

Meanwhile, the RCN had conceived the concept 
of helicopter-carrying destroyers. Using large 
helicopters aboard these small ships safely 
in rough seas required a system that could 

rapidly secure the helicopter and 
reposition it on deck. To this end, 
the Air Branch Experimental Air 
Squadron, VX10, developed the 
Helicopter Haul-Down and Rapid 
Securing System known as the 
‘Beartrap’.  

Naval aviation played a 
substantial role in joint Canada/
United States projects such as 
NATO and NORAD. The RCNAB 
contributed to the maritime 
security of Canada throughout the 
‘Cold War’ years, including the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.  

The RCNAB was formally disbanded upon the unification of Canada’s armed forces in 1968. Air 
service remains a component of Canada’s navy, with the same degree of professional diligence,   
competence and innovation that was the hallmark of the RCNAB.  

Royal Canadian Naval
Air Branch (1945 - 1968)
(to receive the Belt of Orion Award for Excellence)

Sh
en

st
on

e 
 c

ol
le

ct
io

n,
 C

AH
F

RCN photo collectionHMCS Bonaventure



6

Inside A Snowbird

At the 2015 Induction, the Snowbirds were centre stage with two new Members inducted into The 
Hall of Fame: George Miller and O.B. Philp. Both were instrumental in organizing The Snowbirds 
Air Demonstration Team, using the famous red and white Tutor.

I would like to share my story of the day I had a ride in Snowbird #4. I thought I was the luckiest 
person on earth when I learned I would be included in a “media ride” several years ago. “The thrill 
of a lifetime” cannot really describe the 50-minute ride with this team!

The day began with an hour-long briefing. A technician demonstrated equipment we would be 
wearing, including the ‘Mae West’ vest, oxygen mask and helmet. He told us about safety features 
and how to handle the ejection seat and parachute in the event of difficulty.  Joining in the briefing 
were the team coordinators who described the Snowbirds’ Program and answered our questions.

Following the briefing, we were taken out to the ramp to meet the team’s technicians who would 
help us get ready. My coveralls and inflatable vest went on okay, but once I was seated in the 
plane, I needed help with all the straps and buckles which fastened me securely into the parachute 
and ejection seat. I also received help adjusting my helmet and oxygen mask. Now, with heartbeat 
racing, I realized the long-awaited ride was about to begin!

After our radios were turned on and checked, Captain Chris and I had a few minutes to chat while 
waiting for the go-ahead signal.  

I have watched the Snowbirds many times at air shows and thought how beautiful they looked on 
the ground, all in a neat row, with their canopies up, pilots in place and ready.  Enough to make your 
heart skip a beat and feel proud for Canadians everywhere. Now here I was, sitting in #4 with its 
canopy up and pilot ready! Awesome!

Everything is done in unison, coordinated by the leader. When he commands “Now!”, it’s done, now. 
So it was with the canopy being lowered and engine started. Slowly, and in order, we began to move 
out to the taxi-way, anticipation mounting every second. We formed into groups of three and took off 
in this formation. I was surprised that I didn’t sense the speed of a jet until we were set to catch up to 
the first group of three.

The briefing

Getting our caps on
Ready for 
our helmets

Our first steep turn in formation

We did 2 passes over the city of Lethbridge, tight and 
steep. Breathtaking! The most G-force we felt was 2.4 in 
steep climbing turns. Bodies felt 2.4 times heavier than 
normal.

This is Chris’ mascot, Bu4ord.
It hung securely behind our seats.

I am the happy one in the
 centre between technician

 Corporal Chris, and
 Captain Chris,

 the pilot for #4.



7

Inside A Snowbird Mary Oswald

For the next 45 minutes the Snowbirds showed us what they do in the skies. We were treated to the 
finest close formation flying ever - from a new perspective! Snowbird #4 has the very demanding 
position of being in the centre, behind the lead, with two more on either side. And they are close 

to each other, four feet at times! Visually, I had all the advantages: I could see every maneuver 
taking place and formations as they changed. And I was thrilled to watch a very busy pilot using the 

controls so perfectly that it seemed effortless!

We did quick rolls, first individually, then in closed-in formation. We flew inverted for enough 
time to let me experience the sensation of hanging by my shoulder straps. We did two marvelous, 
sweeping passes over the city of Lethbridge, curving and climbing again.  This was the only time 

I felt anything of the much-talked about “G’s”, when I had a hard time raising my arm from my 
lap during a climbing turn. Chris told me the maximum we pulled was 2.4 G’s. Not high, but 

interesting! I was given the controls for a few seconds, enough time to know that yes, it does fly 
like a Cessna, but faster, obviously, and with controls needing only a sensitive touch. I remember 

thinking that a tower controller would demand much more separation space in a Cessna!

Like all good things, this marvelous experience ended too soon. In preparation for landing, we 
again formed into groups of three, and being in the second trio, I watched the first group touch 

down in front of us. Then, as if to bring us back to reality, just as we were about to claim the 
runway, we noticed a coyote down there in front of us, but he wisely trotted off before we got

 too close.

Once again the jets were in their line and canopies up. Our technician was there to greet us and 
check his plane, and help me find the little “step” - the wing is too far back to step down to. There 
was time for pictures, and I was thankful again for the little throw-away camera I had bought the 

night before. As I stood there, I thought I now belonged to an elite club, proudly calling ourselves 
“The Snowbird Riders”!

The Snowbirds are a source of great Canadian pride. They are, indeed, a “National Treasure”, rating 
alongside the Maple Leaf and the RCMP Musical Ride as easily recognized symbols of Canada. It 
is no wonder that over 100 million spectators have seen their show - there is none other like them.

Getting
 help with

 the oxygen
 mask. I have
 already been
 strapped into

 my “Mae West”,
 parachute and

 the ejection seat.
 The mask also contains
 the mike so that we can

 talk. We were all asked not to scream or barf into the mask!

The line-up. We’re all secured and ready to go - excited, 
hearts pounding, pilot busy doing last minute check of 
instruments, and trusty technicians checking for any signs 
that we might cancel at the last minute! I am in #4.

Moving out

So close I could see the flame 
from the jet engine!

We were very close at times!Getting ready for the next formation

My pilot, Chris, was busy 
keeping everyone in 
tight formation
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I never really thought that my childhood was 
much different from that of my friends while 
growing up in Etobicoke in the 1950’s - until 
people would ask me “Chris, what does your 
father do?” My response of “He’s a test pilot” 
would garner some very interesting reactions 
and it made me think....what is it about aviation 
that is of so much interest to people?  I’ve also 
thought about how he influenced my life.

Growing up as an only child, I spent a lot of 
time with my father, Mike Cooper-Slipper.  
He was a typical dad, though quiet and a little 
reserved. He rarely got angry or showed much 
emotion, he never swore and had an extremely 
calm demeanor.  I later read that those attributes 
were often found in test pilots and men whose 
professions routinely placed their lives at risk.

My father was not into conventional sports.  
His loves were photography, motorcar racing 
and of course, aviation. As a result, I too 
became interested in these hobbies from an 
early age. One Christmas, when my friends 
were likely unwrapping new skates, I received 
my first camera, a little Agfa 35 mm.  A dark 
room followed and my father taught me a lot 
about photography. These hobbies, particularly 
aviation history, have followed me to this day 
and even as I turn 70, they are my favorite 
pastimes.

My father and I would talk about planes 
at every opportunity. We built balsa wood 
models which we often designed from scratch. 
I did collect baseball and hockey cards, but my 
prized collection was that of my aircraft cards. 
I spent hours discussing with my father the 
features of various types of aircraft.  I became 
very adept at identifying all aircraft of that 
era. One year I attended the CNE Air Show 
on Labour Day with my mother Rita, as we 
had gone to watch my father fly the Orenda 
jet Lancaster as part of the air show. We 
passed an exhibit hosted by the RCAF.  They 
had a contest on identifying aircraft by their 
silhouette outlines. Mom suggested I enter and 
of course I aced it! We returned  later in the day 
to collect my prize.  I don’t think they were 
expecting the winner to be a nine year old!

The first airplane ride that I can remember was 
about 1954 at Barker Field, near Toronto.  My 
father took me for a ride in a Tiger Moth.  That 
is the day I became hooked on flying.

Avro and Orenda were big deals in those 
days.  Avro was at the forefront of airframe 
and engine development in Canada. It was an 
exciting time and my father was an integral 
part of it. We lived near Malton and I recall 
sitting in the old control tower while he was 
off testing a CF-100 or similar.  On more than 
one occasion I was handed the microphone and 
told to say “Avro....” and the flight identifier 
number followed by  “cleared to land runway 
32”. He would reply with something like 
“have you finished your school work?” and 
add a little laugh. Such were the perks afforded 
the son of a test pilot.

I still have to this day, airmail letters addressed 
to me dated April, 1950.  They were part of 
a mail consignment that was carried back to 
Toronto from New York on the world’s first 
jet airmail flight.  This was the Avro Jetliner’s 
record-breaking first flight of a commercial jet 
into the USA.  My father and Don Rogers were 
the pilots on that and following flights.  

Around 1956 my father went to the Strategic 
Air Command Base at McConnell Air Force 
Base in Wichita, Kansas to learn to fly the 
Boeing B-47 Stratojet, an American long 
range, six-engine bomber. It would be used as 
the flying test bed for the Orenda Iroquois, the 
engine destined for use in the Avro Arrow.  He 
went there many times, and once brought me 
a pair of beautifully engraved leather cowboy 
boots, which I still have today.

We all know what happened in 1959 with 
the cancellation of the Arrow. My father 

flew the B-47 back to the USA and that was 
his last flight as a test pilot.  We spent that 
summer driving across Canada and down to 
Los Angeles and back to the east coast. My 
dad had several interviews with Boeing and 
other companies, but I really think he and my 
mother wanted to give the UK another look-
see, having immigrated to Canada in 1947.  He 
was hired right away at Avro Manchester as a 
technical sales manager on the Avro 748,  but 
it was not a happy time as I recall. I think our 
family had become too Canadianized for life 
in the UK, and we returned to Toronto.

My father joined de Havilland and started 
selling aircraft, a job that would later influence 
me greatly. I recall flying in a number of de 
Havilland aircraft with him, Beavers and 
Otters and twin-engine aircraft, and sitting up 
front with him.  I now started to take a real 
interest in how airplanes flew and what the 
instrumentation was about.

When I finished high school, my dad had left his 
job at de Havilland and joined Field Aviation 
as head of sales and marketing. Field was the 
Canadian Beechcraft distributor and he would 
take me on some local flights in a Bonanza. 
This was the first small general aviation plane 
that I’d been in and I found flying in it a very 
comfortable experience.  I got a summer job at 
Field working on the ramp, towing and fueling 
all sorts of aircraft.  

I told my dad I’d like to learn to fly. By late 
fall I’d completed my Private Pilots Licence.  
After my first solo flight I recall him asking 

Growing Up With Mike Cooper-Slipper
Chris Cooper-Slipper

At the Avro engine 
test house facility 
at Malton.  
I am about 
3 years old, ca 
1949. My mother 
Rita stands beside 
my Dad.

Photo courtesy Cooper-Slipper collection, CAHF
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me, “How many hours did it take?” I think I 
said “11.” He just smiled and said “Well done.”

Over the next year or two I did some ferry 
flying for Field, and also traveled to Wichita 
to the Beechcraft factory and brought some 
demonstrator aircraft back to Toronto. My dad 
was well liked at Beechcraft and I experienced 
warm hospitality at Beech and was given 
several personal factory tours.  At this time I 
started to take an interest in how aircraft were 
built and more interestingly, how they were 
sold.  My dad was now selling Beechcraft for 
Field all across Canada and was also selling the 
new Falcon 20, one of the first business jets to 
enter the market. I was intrigued by the notion 
that people actually sold aircraft - to other 
people, to companies and to governments.  

The fact that I opted not to attend university 
right after high school was not lost on my 
parents, and my father said that if I wanted to 
get involved in the business side of aviation, 
it was something I should think about doing.  
So I enrolled on a part-time basis at York 
University and with his help got my first job 
selling aircraft in 1970 in Field Aviation’s light 
aircraft department.

I decided that the business side of aviation, 
marketing, selling and demonstrating aircraft 
was what I wanted to do.  My father left Field 
shortly thereafter and joined the Ontario 
Government in foreign trade development 
and stayed there until he retired.  Having him 
help me land that first job in aircraft sales was 
a huge break for me and one for which I was 
forever grateful.

As my career progressed it was my time to 
return some favours. Whenever the opportunity 
came along to take a Beech demonstrator to a 
flying event, I would ask my dad if he’d like to 
come along.  

I left Field Aviation for a while in the mid 
1970’s and took a job selling Twin Otters at 
de Havilland. Many people there remembered 
Mike Cooper-Slipper and they would drop 
by my office and ask me to pass along their 
greetings. On one occasion I wound up flying 
a Twin Otter with Don Rogers to a sales 
demonstration. Don was Avro’s flight test 
manager during the 1950’s and in fact had 
recommended hiring my father as Avro’s first 
test pilot. They flew together on many flights, 
including a number of record-breaking Jetliner 
flights.  I thought, “How cool can this be!”

In 1986 my parents retired to Victoria, BC 
and had a happy retirement. His reputation 
preceded him in Victoria.  He was welcomed 
into that community of retired ‘aviation 
types’ warmly, as was I whenever I travelled 
to visit.  He joined a number of past military 
and historical aviation associations including 
the BC Aviation Museum.  He was able to 
spend more time with his lifelong passions of 
photography and sports cars. We toured the 
island several times taking pictures at airshows 
and tinkering with his Alfa Romeo and original 
Austin Mini. My  father was inducted into 
Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame in 2003.

In 1986 I arranged for my father to travel back 
to the UK and meet me in mid-September 
following the Farnborough Air Show.  By 
now I had become immersed in the history 
of the Battle of Britain, and particularly my 
father’s participation. One event that stood 

My family at my dad’s induction into 
Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame at Halifax 
in 2003. My daughter Jessica and wife Pat 
stand with me behind my Dad and Mom.

Photo courtesy Cooper-Slipper collection, CAHF

My Mom and I beside the Tiger Moth that was flown in formation the day we 
carried my Dad’s ashes aloft in 2004.

Photo courtesy Cooper-Slipper collection, CAHF

out in my memory was an incident he’d told 
me about. On September 15, 1940 at the 
height of the Battle, my father, then just 19, 
had been engaged in a massive dog fight over 
Kent. With his ammunition exhausted and 
his controls partially shot away, he purposely 
rammed an attacking German Dornier-17 with 
his defenceless Hurricane.  Both aircraft fell 
to earth and my father parachuted to a safe 
landing from about 18,000 feet. I was able 
to secure the services of an amateur aviation 
archaeological group who spent their own time 
and resources searching for crash sites around 
the UK.  So, on this occasion and 46 years to 
the day, our weekend search in a field near 
Marden, Kent, unearthed the remains of his 
Hurricane, UP-V, of RAF 605 Squadron. As I 
recall, there was a particularly good turn out 
that day, given my father’s presence.  

As I mentioned earlier, the first time I went 
flying with my dad was in a Tiger Moth in 
1954. The “last time we went flying together” 
was in 2004. We arranged to have a beautifully 
restored Tiger Moth fly alongside a Citabria in 
which I was riding. We flew in formation until 
we reached an uninhabited area, and I let my 
Dad’s ashes out into the slipstream. It was a 
fitting farewell I thought.  

In looking back I’d say my father was very 
instrumental in my career choice. My mother, 
Rita, his trusted “co-pilot” through 63 years 
of marriage was equally supportive. I’ve been 
fortunate to have worked in aviation for 50 
uninterrupted years and it still gives me great 
pleasure when I’m at an event somewhere and 
someone comes up to me and says, “Cooper-
Slipper, are you related to Mike Cooper-
Slipper? I’ve read a lot about him.”
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Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame (CAHF) 
recently received a donation from the Herbert 
W. Seagrim family for a number of artifacts 
relating to Herb’s aviation career. These 
included lapel pins for the Order of Icarus, 
Order of Polaris and Order of Canada, as well 
as five Trans-Canada Air Lines (TCA) service 
pins, Herb’s TCA pilot wings and cap badge. 
These items have made an excellent addition 
to the CAHF archives and the donation 
ensures that these artifacts are protected for 
future generations to research and discover. I 
would like to take this opportunity to highlight 
some of Herb’s career accomplishments from 
his time with Trans-Canada Air Lines.

It was December 1937 when Herb Seagrim 
first joined Trans-Canada Air Lines as one of 
the newly formed company’s original pilots. 
Herb received a full year of instruction on 
the Lockheed 10A Electra before carrying 
commercial passengers to ensure that he was 
comfortable flying in all conditions. Herb 
completed his training without incident and 
went on to establish a long-term career with 
TCA, garnering many notable achievements. 
Herb was recognized for his position early 
on, and selected as the pilot to deliver TCA’s 
first airmail from Winnipeg to Regina on 
March 1, 1938.

Donation of Artifacts
Erin Hoar, Curator

Herb is well known for his historic flight 
of 1948, where he set a new speed record 
on a flight from Vancouver to Montreal 
in the Canadair North Star, TCA’s newest 
acquisition. Herb reached an altitude of 
20,000 feet and completed the route in 
less than seven hours - an exceptional 
accomplishment for this time. C.D. Howe, 
federal cabinet minister and Father of TCA, 
was a passenger on this flight. 

Seagrim collection, CAHF

Herbert Walter Seagrim (1912-1998)

Herb received a number of promotions 
during his time with TCA. The first was his 
appointment as Chief Pilot for the western 
region, which meant that he was in charge of 
flight instruction and pilot training to meet 
the needs of an expanding airline. He was 
subsequently named Assistant Superintendent 
of Flight Operations, becoming TCA’s 
chief pilot and flying instructor. In this 
role, he developed TCA’s basic flight and 
instructional procedures. By 1949, Seagrim 
was promoted to General Manager of 
Operations at the company’s headquarters in 
Montreal. All operations relating to flying, 
maintenance, telecommunications, passenger 
service, engineering and station service were 
under his command. Herb went on to become 
TCA’s Vice-President of Operations and then 
Senior Vice-President of Operations.

In 1965, the federal government changed 
TCA’s name to Air Canada and Herb became 
Executive Vice-President of the airline and 
finally First Vice-President, before retiring in 
1970. 

From his beginnings as a teenage bush pilot, 
Herb forged his way to become a prominent 
airline executive with TCA, one of Canada’s 
earliest, and most recognized commercial 
airlines. His aviation career spans over forty 
years, which is indicative of his determination 
and passion for the industry. 

For his impressive contribution to Canadian 
aviation, Herbert Seagrim was inducted as a 
member of Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame 
in 1974. He has also been awarded a number 
of other honours for his work in the field of 
aviation, including the Order of Canada and 
Order of Icarus and was named a fellow of 
the Royal Aeronautical Society and a fellow 
of the Canadian Aeronautics and Space 
Institute.

A special thank you to Captain Douglas B. 
Seagrim for his generous donation and for 
providing the biographical information on 
his father, Herb.

Herbert Seagrim

Early TCA pilot lapel pin, 1937
Seagrim collection, CAHF

TCA pilot’s cap badge Seagrim collection, CAHF

Wishes 
to these Members 
from all of us at The Hall:

April:
Pierre Jeanniot

May:
Laurent Beaudoin
Les Kerr
Dave Williams
Clive Beddoe
Walter Chmela

June:
James ‘Stocky’ Edwards
Barry Marsden

July:
Fern Villeneuve
John Sandford
Rosella Bjornson
Rex Terpening

August:
Nils Christensen
Chris Hadfield
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“Friends” - Who Needs Them?
Mary Oswald

Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame is grateful for all the support, financially and other ways, it has received from all across Canada.
This list acknowledges donors with thanks from The Hall:

AeroInfo Systems
Air Spray (1967) Ltd.
Air Canada
Aurora Jet Partners
Berturelli & Associates 
Bombardier Inc.
CAE Inc.
Calgary Airport Authority
Canadian Business Aviation Association 
Canadian Commercial Corp.
Canadian Owners and Pilots Association
Conair Group Inc. 
Dulude/Taylor

Edmonton International Airport Author-
ity
Field Aviation 
General Dynamics Mission Systems
JLT Aerospace
The Kingsway Walkers
Morning Star
J. Morrison
NAV Canada
New North Networks
Nordic Aviation Cap.

Abrams, Gary
Akitt, Brian
Appleton, Tom
Armstrong, Ken
Arnell, Carrie
Ayotte, Robert
Baiden, Paul
Beck, Ross
Beebe, Roger
Bennett, Victor
Bishop, Lisa
Breeck, Karen
Cameron, William
Cantlie, James
Carr, William
Carre, Marie Claude
Charles, Christine
Cloutier, Pascale
Cobbold, Richard
Court, James
Crichton, John

Darwin, David
Davidson, William
Dawson, Kirsten
de Boer, Richard
Dickson, Marilyn
Dixon, Richard
Durocher, Andre
Edwards, James “Stocky”
Farnsworth, Verain
Ferguson, Robert
Fowler, Blain
Fox, George
Gafiuk, Anne
Grant, John
Gibbon, James
Green, Suzanne
Green, William
Gurba, Sheila
Hallaran, Dermot
Hancher, Jean

Harding, Francine
Hartner, Karen
Hiscocks, Dave
Hitchins, John
Humphries, Cecilia
Hutchings, Evelyn
Kokoskin, Evelyne
Kuhne, Suzanne
Lager, Tracy
Laquere, Jacques
Latta, John
Lautard, Paul
Layton, Anne 
Lehman, Jean-Jacques
Lemay, Sylvie
Lenko, Karen
Lennox, Gina
Lennox, John
Leuty, Michael
Lindeis, Ann Elise

Locke, Carolyn
Manson, Paul
Marsden, Barry
May, Denny
McCormick, A. Jean
McIlwaine, Kelly
McLean, Doug
McLeod, Michael
McNulty, Gordon
McQuirter, Lianna
Metcalfe-Chenail, Danielle
Milberry, Larry
Miller, Vernon
Mitchell, Jonathan
Monroe, Robin Lee
Moore, S.
Morrison, James
Nelson, Ralph
Noel, Sophie
Orr, John

Oswald, Mary
Pankrath, Sharon
Park, William George
Plawski, George
Richer, Isabelle
Parker, Mary
Peel, Ron
Pyper, Nancy
Ramsbottom, R. Murray
Raney, Heather
Render, Shirley
Reynolds, Burt
Riep, Don
Roddick, B.Gen. J.H.
Russell, Stuart
Schapansky, Stephen
Schweitzer, Helen
Seagrim, Doug
Seibt, Dietmar
Simpson, Charles

Smith, Calvin
Stewart, Carol
St. Laurent, Jocelyne
Symington, Sharon
Talarico, Darielle
Taylor, Peter
Teitelbaum, Stan
Terry, Chris
Vachon, Pierre
Van Dusen, Mary
Wall, Sharon
Ward, Blythe
Waymann, John
Wheeler, William
Wilson, Mary
Winson, Robert
Wright, Brian
Wright, David
Wright, Warren
Zinyk, Dana-Lee

Thanks to Our Donors

Northern Lights Award Foundation
Ottawa International Airport Authority
Pacific Western Bank
Porter Airlines Inc.
Pratt&Whitney Canada
Rockcliffe Flying Club
Seneca College
Trans Capital Airlines
Transportation Safety Board of Canada
Vancouver Airport Authority
Viking Air
Voyageur Airways Ltd.
Wetaskiwin City

Why does The Hall need a large group of 
‘Friends’?  I can think of many reasons, a few of 
which I’ll mention here with hopes that a large 
group of ‘Friends’ will agree!

First of all, it is ‘Friends’ who nominate and 
elect The Hall’s Board of Directors who make 
decisions for operating this organization, make 
policy and guide its future.  

Next is publicity for The Hall.  Because our 
‘Friends’ are located across Canada, they can 
help to get the word out about The Hall and its 
Members.  I feel that CAHF should be better 
known in all parts of our country.  The Hall’s 
Members have come from all areas of Canada.  
For example, how many people in St. John, 
N.B. know about Wallace Rupert Turnbull who 
invented the variable-pitch propeller in the late 
1920s, in his own backyard where he did all 
his research?  Or that Claude Taylor, also born 
in N.B., became President of Air Canada and 
oversaw the privatization of the airline in 1988? 

So, how can our ‘Friends’ help with publicity?  
They might enjoy giving a talk about a Member 
from their area, to a school group, or a group in 
a Seniors centre, public library, etc.  Our office 
would supply information that might be needed, 
or the Friend might find information at the local 
museum or library.  Denny and Margaret May 
have been doing this type of volunteering for 
several years.  They enjoy their contacts very 
much and recommend it highly.

‘Friends’ can also help promote the annual 
Induction Dinner, especially in the area where it 
is being held.  An article in the local newspaper, 
with information supplied by CAHF’s office, 
would be very helpful, as well as posters in 
local places of interest, museums, local airport, 
libraries, colleges and schools where a Friend 
might give a talk on an inductee for that year.  
To help a Friend in this effort, posters would be 
supplied by the office. 

On a more personal level, a Friend might like to 
contact a Member on his or her birthday with a 
phone call or card.  

For my part, I’d be happy to help any Friend who 
wishes to get involved in any way, large or small.  
I am sure that each of you will enjoy this type 
of participation with The Hall.  Please use my 
email to contact me (oswaldm@shaw.ca).  I look 
forward to hearing from you.



We Say Goodbye to...

George Arthur Neal  1918-2016
We are saddened to hear of the passing of George Neal. He died on April 4, 2016 at his 
home in North York.  He was born on November 21, 1918, and is now survived by his 
sisters Evelyn and Doris, many nieces and nephews. A private family interment took 
place at Westminster Cemetery.  A Memorial Service is being organized with the help of 
volunteers from Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame.

George had a long, illustrious career in aviation. He learned to fly at the Toronto Flying 
Club in 1936.  From 1937 to 1941 he worked at de Havilland Canada.  In 1941 he enlisted 
in the RCAF and was posted to Chatham, N.B. 

In 1946 he returned to de Havilland and continued in this employ for the next 37 years.  He 
joined the flying staff as a full time pilot and took over the development testing of the new 
DHC-1 Chipmunk trainer.  He became Chief Test Pilot in 1948 and, with the introduction 
of the British de Havilland Vampire jet into service by the RCAF, he became one of the 
first civilian pilots in Canada to become jet qualified.  He did a considerable amount of 
demonstration and development testing of this aircraft across the country and the world.

The flight testing of the DHC-2 Beaver, first flown by Russ Bannock, was completed by 
George Neal in 1948. This included the certification testing required to obtain a Civil Type 
Approval.  His convincing demonstration of the short take-off and landing (STOL) features 
of the Beaver led to sales throughout the world, and it has become one of the most famous 
of Canadian aircraft.

In 1951 he piloted the first flight of the DHC-3 Otter. Over the next two years he obtained 
certification of this aircraft on wheels, skis and floats.  He made the first flight of the 
prototype Caribou, and his demonstrations confirmed its STOL capabilities.  He was also 
involved in the development testing of the DHC Buffalo, Twin Otter and Dash 7.

In 1975 he was made Director of Flight Operations of de Havilland where he was 
responsible for production testing, flight instruction, flight demonstrations and aircraft 
deliveries throughout the world. He was a valued ambassador in demonstrating and 
promoting these aircraft.  Much of their success in the world markets was due to the 
firsthand impressions that he was able to convey to customers.

George retired in 1983 but was called back to assist in the 
production testing of the Dash 7 and Dash 8.

In 1989 George won Canada’s most prestigious aviation 
awards, the Trans-Canada (McKee) Trophy.  In 1995 he was 
inducted as a Member of Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame.

On June 2, 2015, George piloted his blue and white 
Chipmunk from his home airport of Brampton to Toronto 
Pearson.  It was scheduled for display at CAHF’s Induction 
Dinner on June 4th.  The flight was recorded, and earned 
him recognition by Guinness World Records as being the 
oldest active licenced pilot, flying his own aircraft at the age 
of 96.

Jack Boddington, K.St.J.  1926-2016
CAHF lost a good friend in the quiet passing of Jack Boddington on April 19th.  He served as 
MC for Induction Dinner Galas for almost 40 years, and was a superior organizer and advisor 
for these events.  He was deeply missed when he retired following the 2010 dinner.

Jack was born in Oldham, England and immigrated to Canada with his wife Joan in 1956.  
He began a long career with the city of Edmonton, rising to General Manager of Parks and 
Recreation, and By-Law Services. At this time he was involved with the Commonwealth and 
Universiade Games.  He was known for his mentoring and inspiring of many people of all ages.

Jack’s many accomplishments include installation as Knight of the Venerable Order of St. John 
(K.St.J.), Life Governor of the Royal Canadian Humane Society, Honorary Officer of the Royal 
Life Saving Society, Member of the Canadian Order of the Red Cross, City of Edmonton Award 
of Excellence in the Sports Hall of Fame, President of the Canadian Water Polo Association 
during the 1976 Olympic Games. He was the founder of the Military Collector’s Club of 
Canada, and was a 50-year member of Toast Masters.

Jack had a lifelong love of swimming, and was an accomplished member of the Edmonton 
Masters Swim Club, competing in provincial, national and international events.  He won 
numerous medals wherever he competed, and was especially proud of the gold and silver 
medals won in World Masters Games in Australia and Italy. He was still swimming his 
favourite backstroke up until a week before he died.   

He leaves his daughter, Janice Pruden and son John, two grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren.

Rick Radell photo, CAHF collection 

Jack Boddington, MC at CAHF’s 
2010 induction dinner

Rick Radell photo, CAHF collection


